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Let the G&S Fest Begin! 

Directors Peter Hopkins (HMS Pinafore), Ric Trevaskis 
(Ruddigore) and David Lampard (Princess Ida) at the first 
rehearsal of the G&S Fest! 



President’s Report 
Hello and welcome to the first newsletter for 2015. 

You could be forgiven for reading the front page of this newsletter and 
being somewhat puzzled. 

I am particularly proud to introduce you to a concept untried by the  
Society to this time, but which we believe will bring great satisfaction to 
those of you with a strong devotion to Gilbert and Sullivan.  

We will be producing not one, but three G&S operas in a single fortnight 
season. 

It is no secret that single show G&S seasons struggle financially. This has 
been the case now for many years, hence the broadening of our  
repertoire beyond G&S. We cannot survive without profits. Be that as it 
may, it is my very strong belief that we must find ways to perpetuate 
the works of Gilbert and Sullivan despite the financial difficulties in so 
doing. There is no point in having a Gilbert and Sullivan Society  
otherwise. We have tried, or at least considered, smaller venues,  
soiree-style productions, only producing the better known and loved 
of the repertoire, travelling seasons, and limiting the size and  
complexity of productions. But still we struggle to make ends meet. 

We therefore hope that you will embrace G&S Fest and join us at one, two or (hopefully) all three of the  
productions to be staged in April/May. The other benefit we see in this style of production is that we believe 
we can perform some of the lesser known operas without the almost certain financial risk inherent in a normal 
week or fortnight single-presentation season. Time will tell if this is so, but we fervently believe that this  
concept has great potential. BUT, that potential depends entirely on YOU getting behind the idea and  
embracing it! 

Please give us your support by spreading the word and purchasing your tickets online at www.gandssa.com.au 
or by email to tickets@gandssa.com.au or by phoning our ticket secretary, Paula Pamment, on 8447 7239. I 
hope to see you at all three! 

Best wishes, 
Brian McLauchlan 

 

Brian with Board Member and G&S 
Fest  Production Manager Louise Gillan 

HMS Pinafore 
Director: Peter Hopkins 
Musical Director: Rebecca Walker 

Performance Dates 
Thursday 23 April at 7.30 pm 
Saturday 25 April at 1.30 pm 
Wednesday 29 April at 7.30 pm 
Saturday 2 May at 1.30 pm 
Featuring  
Nicholas Bishop as Sir Joseph,  
Andrew Crispe as Captain Corcoran, 
Andrew Turner as Ralph, Nick  
Coxhill as Dick Deadeye,Sarah  
Pattichis as Josephine and Tahlia 
Ries as Little Buttercup. 

Ruddigore 
Director: Richard Trevaskis 
Musical Director: Mark Sandon 

Performance Dates 
Friday 24 April at 7.30 pm 
Sunday 26 April at 4 pm 
Friday 1 May at 7.30 pm 
Featuring 
David Lampard as Robin, David  
Barnard as Dick Dauntless, Andrew 
Crispe as Sir Despard, John Greene 
as Sir Roderick, Alexandra Gard as 
Rose Maybud, Emily Ravenscroft as 
Mad Margaret and John Turner as 
Old Adam. 

Princess Ida 
Director: David Lampard 
Musical Director: Peter Deane 

Performance Dates 
Saturday 25 April at 7.30 pm 
Thursday 30 April at 7.30 pm 
Saturday 2 May at 1.30 pm 
Featuring 
Joanna McWaters as Princess Ida, 
Meran Bow as Lady Blanche, Richard 
Trevaskis as King Gama, Peter  
Hopkins as King Hildebrand and 
James Nicholson as Hilarion. 

What’s In The Fest? 

http://www.gandssa.com.au
mailto:tickets@gandssa.com.au


 

Our Own Little Oliver! 
Congratulations to Michelle and Sam Davy on the arrival of their son. 
Ashton Robert Alexander Davy was born in the early hours of 5 October 2013. Ashton has started life with 
some health problems and Society friends send their love, best wishes and support to Michelle and Sam. 
Michelle plays the pregnant Agnes Brownlow in the opening sequences of our production of Oliver! there-
fore making Ash our own little Oliver! 

Our first offering for 2015 is a triple treat for G&S fans – not one, but three complete comic operas from 
the masters of mirth and merriment, Gilbert and Sullivan. 

Over 10 nights, G&S will present 3 semi-staged operas. This exciting cycle includes H.M.S. Pinafore (4 
performances), Princess Ida (3 performances) and Ruddigore (3 performances). 

With a popular G&S director at the helm of each comic opera, each gem will be brought to vivid life with three 
very distinct sparkling facets – expect something traditional, something inventive and something new!  

“It’s really good to be doing this show again having 
last directed it 19 years ago.” says Pinafore director 
Peter Hopkins, “We have a great cast and chorus, 
and with a new musical director Rebecca Walker, 
this is sure to be an enjoyable night at the theatre.” 

With an onstage orchestra under the baton of three 
talented musical directors, a massive combined cast 
of players bringing to life around 34 thrilling  
characters and a procession of exciting costumes 
that carry an history all of their own, this is set to 
be a celebratory event of massive proportions! 

“This whole season is exciting.” Ruddigore director, 
Ric Trevaskis agrees, “It’s a different way to do 
things but it still feels like a big family party. I’m 
particularly glad to hear Ruddigore again; the music 
is so lovely. The first role I ever played age 17 was 
Robin Oakapple . It’s nice to meet up with him 
again.”  

“Princess Ida was last performed by the G&S  
Society in 1996 – almost two decades ago.”  
explains its director David Lampard, “I have been 
itching to get my directorial hands on this beautiful 
and feisty battle of the sexes ever since! Examining 
ideas and ideals of masculinity and femininity, the 
plot and characters are positively ripe for a  
contemporary setting – and that’s what you’ll be 
getting when our sensational cast steps on stage in 
April/May! Oh, and don’t forget the frightful cross-
dressing and Act 3 male trio strip song…!” 

 

 

Join us for one show, or collect the complete 
set… 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

Each comic opera will be semi-staged. This entails representational sets, an onstage orchestra, a  
semi-costumed chorus, and a whole lot of fun as we celebrate the wittiness of Gilbertian dialogue and revel in 
Sullivan’s music. 

Book www.gandssa.com.au, email tickets@gandssa.com.au  
or call 8447 7239 

The G&S Fest 



The Notice Board! 

 

Welcome! 
James Wiedenmann born 7 March 2014 to Alexandra 
and Thomas (James featured in the 2014 Oliver! prior to 
his birth!) 
Peggy Anne Marie Trewin born 16 October 2014 to Lucy 
and Chris.  (Peggy is also a performer, having been on-
stage whilst her mum played Sister Sophia in 2014 The 
Sound of Music. Yes, that is what one nun was hiding 
under her habit!!) 
Poppy Matilda Nagy born 5 January 2015 to Sarah and 
Dénes Nagy 
Adeline Pattichis born 15 January 2015 to Sarah and  
Andreas Pattichis. 
 

Vale 
Brenda Nettle OAM BA, BSc, Dip Ed, A Mus A who died 
on 31 December 2014 aged 89 years. Brenda was a Paid 
Life Member of the Society and a supporter for many 
years. She was a Life Member and tireless supporter of 
Graduate Women SA (formerly the Australian Federation 
of University Women (SA))and the Mathematical  
Association of South Australia. Our condolences to her 
family and friends. 

Our Best Wishes To  

Dr Michael Harris, member and regular performer with 
the Society, and his wife Lynette Harris, also a member 
and performer, as Mike undergoes recovery from a  
recent stroke. 

Introducing Kathryn Smiles—Treasurer 
We asked Kathryn to tell us a little bit about herself… 

I’m a bookkeeper at Edwards Marshall Accounting firm, and before that I worked at 
Bridgestone Australia where I completed my studies in a Diploma of Accounting. I have 
also been an admin assistant and a hairdresser. 

When I’m not crunching the numbers I enjoy the more crafty pursuits such as knitting 
and sewing. I also love to bake. 

Theatre is in the blood as my father was involved in theatre and I have always enjoyed the dramatic arts. My 
family is musical with both parents playing instruments as well as both sets of grandparents. My Grandfather on 
my mother’s side was the conductor of the Pt Augusta brass band for many years. 

I am really enjoying being part of the Society. 

Fringe anyone? 


