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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

The musical version of Les Misérables was originally conceived by French songwriter Alain Boublil 
in the mid 1970’s while he was watching a performance of Oliver! in London. As the show played 
out in front of him, he had the idea to adapt Victor Hugo’s novel into a musical. The character of 
the “Artful Dodger” was his inspiration for “Gavroche” and from there all the amazing characters 
from the novel started to come to life.

He approached French composer Claude-Michel Schönberg with his idea, and the two developed a 
rough synopsis. Two years later they developed a concept album which was released in 1980 and 
in that same year it was performed for the first time on stage at the Palais des Sports in Paris and 
played over 100 performances.

It was also around this time when producer Cameron Mackintosh came to learn of the concept 
album. A new musical, Cats, had just opened to huge success on London’s West End, and 
theatre-goers’ appetite for powerful and emotional musicals was growing rapidly. Mackintosh 
understood this and recognised the genius of the two French composers Boublil and Schönberg.
Their collaboration culminated in the first London production of Les Misérables opening in October 
1985 at The Barbican Theatre. Despite a poor reception from the critics, the theatre going public 
embraced the show and Mackintosh’s production has provided the world with the longest running 
West End musical in history. It has been produced in over 40 different countries and translated 
into 21 languages.

We feel very honoured to have been entrusted by the G&S Society of SA to bring to life this 
new production of Les Misérables to South Australian audiences. We are thrilled and have been 
blessed to have such an exceptional cast to portray this incredible story of redemption,
compassion, duty, selflessness, relationships and at its core, life and society.  

Over the centuries lives have been spent and lives have been given to further the causes which 
define our freedoms.  Freedom to live without poverty, freedom of faith to believe or not believe, 
the freedom to live without the fear of domestic violence, without persecution, without
discrimination, the freedom of who we choose to love and who we choose to marry, the freedom 
to speak out against governments and regimes who threaten to take away freedoms. 

As you watch and experience this production of Les Misérables, our invitation to you,
the audience, is to reflect on your life, think about the freedoms we have and the sacrifices
others before us have made for all of us to have those freedoms and to consider the way we
think of others. 
                         We hope you enjoy the journey as much as we have enjoyed bringing it to you.

                                           Do you hear the people sing? Say, do you hear the distant drums?
                                                     It is the future that they bring When tomorrow comes... 

Linda Williams and David Sinclair
DIRECTORS

“Those are rare who fall without becoming degraded; 
there is a point, moreover, at which the unfortunate 
and the infamous are united and confounded in a 
single word, a fatal word, Les Misérables.” 

                                               Victor Hugo



Peter Johns Musical Director
You may recognise the back of Peter’s head from him conducting musicals    
over the last 17 years. He is the founder of Irregular Productions, producing 
and musically directing Jason Robert Brown’s Songs for a New World, and in 
March 2015, the Adelaide premiere of [title of show]. Irregular Productions      
is the co-producer of Broadway Sessions (www.broadwaysessions.com.au), 
a monthly, all-inclusive music theatre performance and curated open-mic   
night (say that quickly 10 times), where Peter is also the musical director     
and pianist. Peter has toured as an accompanist around Australia, New Zealand, 
Europe, the UK and the USA, and accompanies soloists and choirs from around 
South Australia. He has played piano for many cabaret shows in the Adelaide 
Fringe Festival and Adelaide Cabaret Fringe Festival.

Peter’s musical theatre credits include, as musical director: Violet, Next to Normal, The Story Of 
My Life, The Light In The Piazza, You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown, Into the Woods, Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast, [title of show], Avenue Q, Fiddler on the Roof, Oliver!, Monty Python’s 
Spamalot, Chicago, Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street, The Sound of Music, 
Urinetown the Musical, The Witches of Eastwick, Little Shop of Horrors, Seussical the Musical, 
Grease, Scrooge, A Fractured G&S Trilogy, Once Upon a Mattress, NLTC 50th Birthday Gala; 
as conductor: City of Angels; as associate conductor: Rent; as assistant musical director: 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Godspell, South Pacific, Copacabana. Peter has also played keyboard in 
over 25 other productions. In the 2015 Fringe Festival, Peter made his on-stage debut as Larry, 
the pianist and music director, in the sold out season of [title of show]. He even had lines!

Linda Williams Director
Linda is an experienced director, choreographer and performer. She directed 
Jesus Christ Superstar, 42nd Street and A Chorus Line for Mayfair Theatre 
Company. Teaming up with fellow director David Sinclair for the first time 8 
years ago, she choreographed four award-winning shows - Legally Blonde, 
The Drowsy Chaperone and Pippin for the Hills, and Crazy for You for Therry. 
Her other choreographic credits include The Pirates of Penzance - G&S 
Society, The Secret Garden - G&S Society, Oklahoma!- MS Society, Irene - 
Therry, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers - Mayfair, Sentimental Bloke – Hills 
and others for a variety of companies. Linda’s onstage credits include the role 
Nicky (Sweet Charity), Aldonza (Man of La Mancha), Mona (Chicago), 
Zaneeta (Music Man), Dorcas (Seven Brides) and Kim (Showboat) and she 
was part of the first SA non-professional production of Les Misérables in 1994.

David Sinclair Director
David’s association with amateur theatre spans over 25 years both as        
a performer and as a director.  During this time he has appeared in
productions for many of Adelaide’s theatre companies including
Therry Dramatic Theatre Company, The Met, Mayfair Theatre Company,
Independent Theatre, The Adelaide Rep and The Hills Musical Theatre
Company.  Although David has performed many roles in musical theatre,
he also has appeared in a number of plays including Run For Your Wife, 
Noises Off, Shadowlands, On Golden Pond and Mixed Salad’s critically
acclaimed production Love Valour Compassion, where he performed the 
dual roles of brothers John and James.

David has also directed a number of highly successful and loved musical 
productions including Sweet Charity, Chicago, Bye Bye Birdie, Hello Dolly!, 

Annie and Thoroughly Modern Millie (most recently for the Society in 2016). His productions of 
Pippin, Crazy For You and The Drowsy Chaperone won The Adelaide Theatre Guide’s Curtain Call 
Award for Best Musical in 2009, 2012 and 2013 respectively and his production of Legally Blonde 
received a best musical nomination in 2015. In addition to musicals, he has also directed plays for 
The Adelaide Rep including Come Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean and the 
highly acclaimed production of August: Osage County, which won best drama in the Curtain Call 
Awards in 2015. 
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Mark Oates

Andrew Crispe
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Mark is an award-winning and respected music theatre, opera, cabaret and 
big band performer. His credits include multiple Adelaide Festivals and the 
Brisbane Festival, State Opera of SA (where he has played several minor 
principal roles in main stage productions, and is a proud long-term member 
of the Chorus), SINGular Productions, Ding! Productions, Six Foot Something 
Productions, Aerial and MOatesArt Productions (Mark Oates and the Daniel 
Brunner Pretty Big Band and Love in the key of B(acharach)). He is a regular 
singer with the Adelaide Art Orchestra and has toured with them, State 
Opera of SA and SINGular Productions for Country Arts SA, as well as 
producing and performing several sold-out seasons in the Adelaide Fringe. 
For the Society, Mark has played the roles of Jean Valjean (Les Misérables), 
Archibald Craven (The Secret Garden), the Pirate King (The Pirates of 
Penzance) and the Baker (Into the Woods).

Andrew is an established freelance performer and vocal coach, and from 
2009 has been a member of the State Opera of SA’s Chorus. Since 2006 
Andrew has played many leading and supporting roles throughout Adelaide’s 
community theatre. In 2008 and 2009, Andrew played Marius in the Society’s 
seasons of Les Misérables. Nominated for Best Male Performance Awards 
for his role as Don Lockwood (Singin’ In The Rain) and the Beast (Beauty 
and the Beast), Andrew recently won the TASA Best Male Performance 
Award for Edward Bloom (BIG FISH). Andrew co-wrote and performed in the 
sold-out season of Villain-Ville: A Musical Exploration of Villainy and Evil in 
the 2015 Fringe Festival. Roles this year include Curly McLain (for the third 
time) (Oklahoma! (On A Farm)) and the Major General (The Pirates on the 
Popeye), both for Emma Knights Productions, The Preacher (Violet, Davine 
Interventionz) and Pontius Pilate (Jesus Christ Superstar).

Born into a family with a background in the performing arts, Emma has
been immersed in the world of theatre ever since she can remember.
Her introduction to Adelaide amateur theatre came when she joined the
ensemble of the Society’s Oliver! in both 2013 and 2014. She was also
involved in the Society’s production of Thoroughly Modern Millie in 2016.
Another highlight includes playing the role of Billy in her Year 12 production of 
The Cripple of Inishmaan. She is also a regular performer at Broadway Sessions.
After completing high school in 2015, Emma is currently undertaking a Bachelor 
of Arts at Adelaide University. Although she is yet to decide upon a serious
career path, she is sure that her love for all things artistic will follow her
wherever she goes.

Casmira Hambledon has been involved in Adelaide theatre for the past 
eleven years both as a performer and director. She has previously appeared 
in various Society productions including Jesus Christ Superstar, Into the 
Woods, and their last production of Les Misérables. Casmira spent several 
years teaching and performing for the very young, including performing in 
The Teddy Bears Picnic at The Garden of Unearthly Delights from
2013-2015, and directed and performed in Alice in Wonderland, and Snow 
White for Something on Saturday at Adelaide Festival Centre.
A career highlight was directing and choreographing for Peter Combe’s
Fringe shows in 2013, 2014 and 2015. Casmira performed in the song cycle 
Sing on Through Tomorrow in 2015. More recently Casmira played Gabrielle 
(When The Rain Stops Falling, St Jude’s Players) and the title role of Violet, 
with Davine Interventionz this year, which won Best Ensemble at the recent 
ATG Curtain Call Awards. 
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Aged 19, Josh has been singing for as long as he can remember. Josh performed 
in his first musical as Doody (Grease, Pelican Productions) in 2013 and has been 
involved in all of Pelican Productions’ shows since then, including roles as Randall 
(Bring It On, 2017) and Prince Eric (The Little Mermaid, 2014). He has also 
appeared as Tyrone (Fame, Marie Clark Music Theatre, 2015) and Seaweed 
Stubbs (Hairspray, Adelaide Youth Theatre, 2014). Singing in a Filipino church 
choir ‘Fructus Augustini’, Josh also plays guitar, ukulele and the Cajon. He is 
currently studying his 4th year in a Bachelor (with Honours) of Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering and hopes to study musical theatre after he finishes his 
first degree.

Jennifer studied music and drama from the age of 12, and dance from the 
age of 9. Growing up in Sydney, Jennifer performed as a featured vocalist 
for Back to the Tivoli, and toured the country as a singer for The Von Trapp 
Family (2004 – 2006), a corporate comedy show band, as well as working 
as a cabaret performer. Jennifer has been a support act vocalist and dancer 
for many Filipino recording artists touring in Australia. During 2007 – 2008, 
Jennifer made her professional debut as Kim in the Australian Tour of 
Miss Saigon. Other theatre credits include Mimi Marquez (RENT, MCMT),
Mary Magdalene (The Cross, ACTS), and Linda Low (Flower Drum Song, AHA). 
Jennifer has worked as a producer and performer in the Adelaide and Sydney 
Fringe Festivals (2012 – 2014). She composes for voice, piano, and guitar and has two
commercial releases: Keys to a woman’s heart (2012), and the EP, Jennifer Trijo (2008).

Vanessa holds an Advanced Diploma of Design for makeup, specialising in 
film, TV, theatre and SFX. She has been head makeup artist for various
feature length and short films and theatre productions. An experienced
singer and performer, Vanessa studied a Bachelor of Music at the Elder
Conservatorium. Touring with Co-Opera’s The Magic Flute throughout
Australia and Europe in 2009, Vanessa also performed Frasquita (Carmen).
Various roles in musical theatre include Mrs Sowerberry (Oliver!), Tessa
(The Gondoliers), Fairy Queen (Iolanthe), Annas (Jesus Christ Superstar) 
and Rapunzel (Into the Woods) for the Society, Electra (Gypsy, Gin and
Vodka Productions) and numerous roles with Murray Bridge Players and
Singers. Vanessa has been involved with Walford School’s musicals for the 
past nine years, directing and designing CATS, 2013, the Musical Theatre 
Showcase 2014 and 2016 and The Addams Family, 2015.
Vanessa is producing and directing Ordinary Days with her company
Little World Media in October 2017.

Kent’s journey through life and theatrical career has taken many and varied 
highways, paths, and laneways …. Starting as a movie extra, small roles in 
mini-series, supernumerary work for State Opera of SA, and as a presenter 
on Here’s Humphrey, Kent also performed with local SA theatre companies. 
After ten months as a singing, dancing sheriff at Wild West World in Taiwan, 
Kent completed his BA in Music Theatre at WAAPA in 2001, receiving the 
Leslie Anderson Fellowship Award for his graduating showcase performance. 
Since then Kent has worked consistently on stage, film, TV and behind the 
scenes. Professional onstage credits include Oklahoma! (The Production 
Company), Bat Boy (Ignite Productions), Sweeney Todd (State Opera of SA), 
Eureka-The Musical (EssGee Productions) and It’s A Dad Thing (Singular 
Productions). Recent TV/ Film credits include Deadline Gallipoli, and the New 
Royal Adelaide Hospital campaign. He has worked extensively backstage for 
opera, theatre and major touring shows; most recently Matilda - The Musical. 
For the Society he played Herod (Jesus Christ Superstar, 2010).



Oscar Bridges

Daniel Milton

David MacGillivray

Gavroche

Gavroche
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A student at Marryatville Primary School, 11 year old Oscar was inspired 
to perform after seeing CATS at age 3.  Theatrical credits include Avery 
(Charlotte’s Web), Chip (Beauty and the Beast), Fizzy (Bugsy Malone) 
and Iago (Aladdin JR) with Adelaide Youth Theatre). Other credits are 
Seahorse (The Little Mermaid, Swell Productions), and Young Wil 
(Big Fish, Therry Dramatic Society). He trains in tap and jazz and plays 
violin and piano. Oscar made his professional debut as Kurt (The Sound 
Of Music) in 2016 and appeared in Cavalleria Rusticana/I Pagliacci with 
the State Opera Theatre in 2017. 

Daniel is in year 5 at Mitcham Primary School and has been playing the 
violin and piano since he was quite young. He is concertmaster of the 
Mitcham Primary School string ensemble and a member of the viola 
section of the Adelaide Youth Strings. He learns ballet and is involved 
with the Young Adelaide Voices where he sings in the 2nd Concert Choir. 
He first sang in a Pelican production in January 2017 and this is his first 
experience as being part of a musical.

Growing up performing in the Scouts’ Gang Show: Comedy Capers, 
David developed a love for musical theatre from a young age. Trained at 
the Centre for the Performing Arts, David performed Shakespeare with 
the State Theatre, Lightning Strike and Chopt Logic Theatre Companies 
and toured with Splash Theatre Company. Turning from professional 
acting to focus on his family and work as an Anglican priest, David 
chooses to do shows that he loves. It was in the titular role of Paris 
(MCMT) that David hit the Adelaide musical theatre scene. He has since 
appeared as John (Miss Saigon) and Carl Hanratty (Catch Me if You Can 
– MCMT 2016), Frederick (The Pirates of Penzance) and Seymour (Little 
Shop of Horrors) for NLTC and in the Australian premiere of Darkle for 
the 2015 Fringe. In 2017 David appeared in Pale Ale Tales, a new work 
by local writer, Jason Hendy, in the 2017 Fringe and played Jekyll and 
Hyde with Marie Clark, for which he won Best Male Performer at the ATG 
2017 Curtain Call Awards.

“Music expresses that which cannot be said 
and on which it is impossible to be silent.”

                                      Victor Hugo



Mary Blacker
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Ariel Higgs

Young Cosette / Eponine

Young Cosette / Eponine

Young Cosette / Eponine

Mary made her stage debut in 2014, playing Gretl in the Society’s
The Sound of Music. She has performed in Pelican Production’s Music 
Theatre Camp for 3 years, playing the role of Pilar (Legally Blonde) in 2017 
as well as participating in Pelican’s music theatre workshops and Pop 
Academy in 2016. Mary is also performing in their 2017 production of 
Seussical Junior in Adelaide as well as at the Oztheatrics Junior Theatre 
Celebration in Newcastle. Earlier in 2017, Mary played the role of Alice 
(Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass) for 
Shane Davidson Presents. Mary loves to dance and is learning ballet, tap, 
jazz and troupe in addition to singing.

Alicia is 11 years old and made her stage debut with the Society playing 
the role of Marta (The Sound of Music) in 2014. Since then Alicia has
performed with Pelican Productions, Adelaide Youth Theatre, Shane
Davidson Presents, TB Arts, Adelaide Rep Theatre, Promise Adelaide,
Spark of Inspiration and Peter Combe.  Learning both dance and voice, 
Alicia made her professional debut in 2016 as Brigitta von Trapp in the 
Adelaide season of The Sound of Music in 2016.

Ariel is ten years old and has performed with Theatre Bugs since age three. 
A member of the Australian Girls Choir from 2015-2016, she joined Pelican 
Productions in 2016 and has attended music theatre camps Into the Woods 
and Everlasting, where she played Nemo in the Finding Nemo set. She made 
her professional debut in 2016, playing Brigitta (The Sound of Music).
This life-changing experience motivated Ariel to commence dance lessons  
and voice tuition.

“You are right, sir, when you tell me that Les Misérables 
is written for all nations. I do not know whether it will be 
read by all, but I wrote it for all. It is addressed to 
England as well as to Spain, to Italy as well as to France, 
to Germany as well as to Ireland, to Republics which 
have slaves as well as to Empires which have serfs. 
Social problems overstep frontiers. The sores of the 
human race, those great sores which cover the globe, 
do not halt at the red or blue lines traced upon the map. 
In every place where man is ignorant and despairing, 
in every place where woman is sold for bread, 
wherever the child suffers for lack of the book which 
should instruct him and of the hearth which should 
warm him, the book of Les Misérables knocks at the 
door and says: “Open to me, I come for you.”” 

    Victor Hugo



SYNOPSIS

Prologue: 1815 – Toulon

After 19 years of imprisonment for stealing bread for his starving family, convict Jean Valjean is 
released on parole by a policeman, Javert. However, his ‘ticket-of-leave’ identity papers mark him 
as a criminal and he is reviled by the populace. Taken in by the kindly Bishop of Digne, the embit-
tered Valjean steals his host’s silver and absconds. When Valjean is arrested, instead of condemning 
him, the Bishop gifts the silver to Valjean on the proviso that he start a new life as an honest man. 
Valjean breaks his parole by tearing up his ticket-of-leave and assumes a new identity.

1823
Montreuil-sur-Mer

Valjean is now the mayor of the town and owner of a factory. A fight breaks out amongst his 
workers after they discover that one of them, Fantine, has a secret illegitimate child. Although 
Valjean breaks up the fight, he delegates its resolution to his factory foreman, whose lecherous 
advances Fantine has previously rejected. Fantine is dismissed and cast out into the streets.

The Red Light District

To support her daughter, Fantine sells her locket, her hair and eventually, herself. After a fight with 
a customer, a gravely ill Fantine is arrested by Javert, however, Valjean intervenes and insists that 
the girl be taken to hospital.

After Valjean saves a local man from being crushed by a runaway cart, Javert begins to suspect 
Valjean’s true identity, but dismisses the idea, telling the Mayor that the escaped convict Valjean 
has just been arrested.

The Hospital

Unable to condemn another to suffer in his place, Valjean reveals his true identity to Javert. 
Visiting the dying Fantine, Valjean promises to care for her daughter, Cosette. Javert confronts him 
and refuses to allow Valjean time to rescue Cosette. They struggle and Valjean escapes, with Javert 
swearing to hunt him down.

The Inn, Montfermeil

For five years Cosette has been treated as a slave at the inn purchased by the amoral Thénardier 
from the proceeds of looting the battlefield at Waterloo. Whilst Cosette lives in rags, Madame 
Thénardier pampers her own daughter, Éponine. Valjean buys Cosette from the Thénardiers and 
takes her to Paris.

1832
Paris, the Slums of St Michel

Whilst distributing alms to the poor Valjean and Cosette are set upon by a street gang lead by 
the now impoverished Thénardiers. Javert, now an Inspector of Police, rescues them but does 
not recognise Valjean until after he and Cosette have escaped.

During the struggle, a young student, Marius, meets Cosette and love instantly blooms. He enlists 
the aid of a reluctant Éponine (who is in love with him) to help him find Cosette.

Café of the ABC

A group of idealistic students known as the ABC Society meet at a small café to plan a better 
society. When Gavroche, a street urchin, brings news of the death of the champion of the poor, 
General Lamarque, their leader Enjolras takes this as a sign that it is time for revolution. 
Marius, a member of the ABC, must choose between love and his cause.

ACT 1
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The Rue Plumet

Éponine leads Marius to Cosette and the two lovers are united briefly before Marius returns to the 
ABC. Éponine foils a robbery of Valjean’s house by the Thénardier gang. Believing that Javert has 
found him, Valjean tells Cosette that they must flee the country.

With revolution brewing all are looking towards the future. Cosette and Marius part in despair 
of meeting again; Éponine mourns the loss of Marius; Valjean plans a safe exile; Javert plots to 
infiltrate the student group as a spy; Marius and the students prepare for the uprising – and the 
Thénardiers wait gleefully for the opportunity to plunder and steal from the victims.

The Streets of Paris, the Eve of the Insurrection, 5 June 1832

The students begin to build a barricade in the streets of Paris. Éponine carries a letter from Marius 
to Cosette, which Valjean intercepts.

The Barricade on the Rue de Villette

The barricade is completed and manned by the students, who defy a warning by the Army to 
surrender or die. Javert brings false information to Enjolras but is exposed as a spy by Gavroche. 
Éponine returns to the barricade but is shot.

Searching for Marius, Valjean arrives at the barricade. He is given custody of Javert but instead of 
killing him, Valjean allows him to escape. All is quiet during the night and Valjean prays to God to 
protect Marius.

The next morning the army storms the barricade and most of the students are killed.

The Sewer

Severely wounded and unconscious, Marius is pulled into the sewers by Valjean to escape the 
slaughter. There Valjean encounters Thénardier robbing the corpses of the dead. Javert also 
meets them in the sewers and Valjean pleads for time to take Marius to safety. The mercy shown 
to him by Valjean at the barricade has shattered the inflexible principles by which Javert lives his 
life. He lets Valjean go but then, unable to cope, commits suicide by jumping into the River Seine. 
Marius recuperates, cared for by Cosette but unaware that it was Valjean who saved him. 
When he confesses his past, Marius agrees that Valjean must leave to protect them.

The Wedding

The Thénardiers try to blackmail Marius, alleging Valjean to be a murderer by producing a ring 
that was on the corpse as proof. Marius recognises the ring as his own and realises that Valjean 
was his unknown saviour on the night that the barricades fell. Rushing to the dying Valjean, 
Marius and Cosette are reconciled with him.
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